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This information report is based on the statutory; 

Special Educational Needs and Disability (SEND) Code of Practice and the following 

legislation: 

 Part 3 of the Children and Families Act 2014, which sets out schools’ 

responsibilities for pupils with SEN and disabilities 

· The Special Educational Needs and Disability Regulations 2015  

 

This SEND information report forms part of the Norfolk Local Offer for learners with 

special educational needs and disabilities (SEND). The Local Offer, published by 

Norfolk County Council’s Children’s Services, provides an outline for the provision 

available in Norfolk across education, health and social care for children with SEND. 

 

Special Educational Needs Co-ordinator (SENCO): Mrs Micarla Holmes 

Email: SENCO@kesacademy.co.uk 

Telephone: 01553 773606 

 

 

What kinds 

of SEND do 

we provide 

for? 

 

 

 

 

 

King Edward VII Academy provides for a wide-range of Special Educational 

Needs and Disabilities (SEND) including; 

• Communication and interaction, for example, autistic spectrum disorder, 
speech and language difficulties including language disorders. 

• Cognition and learning, for example, dyslexia, dyspraxia and other 
specific learning difficulties. 

• Social, emotional and mental health difficulties, for example, attention 
deficit hyperactivity disorder (ADHD), anxiety and depression. 

• Sensory and/or physical needs, for example, visual impairments, 
hearing impairments, sensory processing difficulties and epilepsy.    

How do we 

identify 

pupils with 

SEND?  

At different times in their school career, a child or young person may have a 

special educational need. The Code of Practice (2015) defines SEND as: 

 

“A child or young person has SEND if they have a learning difficulty or 

disability which calls for special educational provision to be made for 

them. A child of compulsory school age or a young person has a learning 

difficulty or disability if they: 

 

a) have a significantly greater difficulty in learning than the majority of 

others of the same age: or 

b) have a disability which prevents or hinders them from making use of 

educational facilities of a kind generally provided for others of the same 

age in mainstream schools or mainstream post-16 institutions.” 

 

If a learner is identified as having SEND, we will provide provision that is 

‘additional to or different from’ the normal differentiated curriculum, intended to 

overcome the barrier to their learning. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/398815/SEND_Code_of_Practice_January_2015.pdf
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2014/6/part/3
https://www.norfolk.gov.uk/children-and-families/send-local-offer


 

To help us to do this we will assess pupils current skills and levels of 

attainment on entry, which will build on previous settings and Key Stages, 

where appropriate. Class teachers will conduct regular assessments for all 

pupils and identify those whose progress: 

 

• Is significantly slower than that of their peers starting from the same 
baseline 

• Fails to match or better the child’s previous rate of progress 

• Fails to close the attainment gap between the child and their peers 

• Widens the attainment gap.  

 

This may include progress in areas other than attainment, for example, social 

needs.  

Slow progress and low attainment will not always mean a pupil is identified as 

having possible SEND.   

When deciding whether special educational provision is required, we will start 

with the desired outcomes, including the expected progress and attainment 

and the views and the wishes of the pupil and their parents. We will use this to 

determine the support that is needed and whether we can provide it by 

adapting our core offer, or whether something different or additional is required 

to support pupils to overcome or remove new identified needs.  

 

When the SENCo is alerted of any possible SEND a range of methods are 
considered to gather the necessary evidence to decide whether a learner has 
any SEND.  

Evidence may include some of the following: 

• Observation 

• Discussion with parents/carers, teachers and with the pupil 

• Appropriate checklists or surveys such as cognition checklists 

• Attainment and progress data 

• Attendance data 

• Behaviour and achievement data 

• Results from any screening or diagnostic assessments 

In the first instance teachers are alerted of the initial concerns, appropriate 
strategies to meet their needs through quality first teaching. Pupil progress is 
then evaluated to decide whether their learning needs require further SEND 
provision in addition to high-quality teaching. At this stage it is then decided 
whether the pupil has any SEND and the SENCo will further assess the pupil’s 
SEND.   



How do we 

work with 

parents and 

carers of 

children with 

SEND?  

The views of parents and carers are important to us and we will involve you in 

discussions about provision for your child’s SEND.  

 

We will have an early discussion with the pupil and their parents when 

identifying whether they need special educational provision. These 

conversations will make sure that: 

• Everyone develops a good understanding of the pupil’s areas of 
strength and difficulty 

• We consider parent concerns 

• Everyone understands the agreed outcomes sought for the child 

• Everyone is clear on what the next steps are 

We will formally notify parents when it is decided that a pupil will receive SEND 

support.  

We will keep you informed about your child’s progress and take your views into 

account when reviewing provision for your child.   

How do we 

involve 

young 

people with 

SEND in 

their 

education? 

The wishes and feelings of young people with SEND are central to our 

provision. We involve them in discussions about the support they receive and 

we gather their views at regular points throughout the year.  

How do we 

assess and 

review 

pupils' 

progress 

towards 

outcomes? 

We use a graduated approach. This means that we follow a process of Assess, 

Plan, Do and Review.  

Assess: when a child is identified as having SEND, we establish a baseline. 

This could include data from assessments and observations as well as 

discussions with parents/carers, key staff and the pupil.  

Plan: together we make a plan about what actions need to be taken and what 

support needs to be put in place and a date is set for review.  

Do: the plan is put in place as agreed.  

Review: the impact of the provision for the pupil is evaluated. Next steps are 

established. The cycle may begin again. 

All teachers and support staff who work with the pupil will be made aware of 

their needs, the outcomes sought, the support provided, and any teaching 

strategies or approaches that are required. Regular review ensures the 

effectiveness of the support and interventions and their impact on the pupil’s 

progress.  

 

How do we 

support 

students 

Transition can mean the move up into to a new year at our academy, having a 

new teacher, moving on to another school, training provider or moving into 

employment or an apprenticeship. King Edward VII Academy is committed to 



moving 

between 

phases and 

preparing 

for 

adulthood? 

 

 

working in partnership with students, families and other providers to ensure 

positive transitions occur. 

Transition from primary school to high school:  King Edward VII Academy 

will closely liaise with primary schools to discuss support needed and arrange 

visits ahead of main transition events as necessary.  

Transition from high school to post-16:  King Edward VII Academy will liaise 

with post 16 providers to discuss support needed (including any exam access 

arrangements granted at GCSE) and arrange additional transition events as 

necessary. Further support with the application process will be offered as 

needed for pupils with SEND. 

Transition from post-16 to higher education, apprenticeships or 

employment: Our pupils with SEND have access to additional careers 

guidance and support when completing their applications. They also have 

additional support from the sixth from and SEND team when considering their 

applications.  

Preparing for adulthood Our comprehensive PSHE and seminar programme 

supports all students with their journey to adulthood. Additional support is 

provided for some students to help them to develop their independence in 

these areas.  

What is our 

approach to 

teaching 

pupils with 

SEND? 

Our approach is inclusive and based on quality first teaching. This means that 

lessons are designed to meet the needs of all pupils, including those with 

SEND. Teachers make adjustments for individual pupils based on the 

information shared with them and their knowledge of the pupil. They use a 

range of strategies to enable access to the curriculum so that all pupils know 

more, remember more and can do more. 

What kind of 

adjustments 

are made to 

the 

curriculum 

and the 

learning 

environment 

of pupils 

with SEND? 

 

 

The type of adjustments made depends on the type of SEND. It could include 

the use of visual resources, access to quiet space, dyslexic-friendly resources, 

purposeful seating plans, pre-teaching opportunities, visual timetables, 

adjusted font size, writing frames or sentence starters.     

What 

additional 

support for 

learning is 

available for 

King Edward VII Academy receives funding from the Local Authority to support 

pupils with SEND. This funding is used in a range of ways:  

● Interventions such as Thinking Reading, Precision Teaching and Study 

Skills to support those with cognition and learning needs.  



pupils with 

SEND? 

 

 

● Regular speech therapy or receptive vocabulary intervention to assist 

with speech difficulties. 

● Bespoke interventions to support those to aid the development of social 

communication and interaction.  

● Support programmes targeting typing speed and accuracy.  

● Personalised wellbeing support  

● Securing support from specialists outside of the academy   

What 

expertise 

and training 

do staff have 

to support 

pupils with 

SEND? 

 

 

All of our staff receive regular training on SEND. Ongoing training is provided 

as needed in response to the individual needs of pupils.  

Our SENCo holds qualifications in both the National Award for SEN Co-

ordination and the Certificate in Psychometric testing, Assessment and Access 

arrangements. An Assistant Principal and Teacher of Humanities with a 

background in Psychology.   

We have a team of support staff, including 4 higher level teaching assistants 

(HLTAs). Staff are trained in a range of areas including speech and language, 

attachment, neurodiversity, literacy, visual stress, wellbeing, numeracy, 

dyslexia and mental health first aid.  

Additional support may be provided by specialist services upon referral to an 

external agency, such as School2School Support. A pupil may be referred to 

an external professional, such as an Educational Psychologist for an 

assessment to help the school understand how to support the pupil better. 

How do we 

evaluate the 

effectivenes

s of the 

provision 

made for 

pupils with 

SEND? 

We use both quantitative and qualitative data to judge how effective our 

provision is. Depending on the provision, this might be assessment data or 

attendance or behaviour data or it might be evidence gathered through 

observations or questionnaire responses. Wherever possible, evidence 

gathered is compared to a baseline measure so that the impact of the provision 

can be directly compared.  

How do we 

enable 

pupils with 

SEND to 

engage in 

activities 

available 

with those in 

the school 

who do not 

have SEND? 

We are committed to ensuring inclusion in extra-curricular activities. All of our 

trips, electives (clubs) and activities are open to all pupils. Where necessary, 

we consult with parents/carers and specialist advisers to ensure accessibility. 

Additional support may be offered to pupils with SEND to ensure that they are 

given support to sign up if needed.   

 

All staff at King Edward VII Academy regular training with reference to the 

Equality Act (2010).  This legislation places specific duties on schools, settings 

and providers including the duty not to discriminate, harass or victimise a child 

or adult linked to a protected characteristic defined in the Equality Act and to 

make ‘reasonable adjustments.’ 

The Equality Act 2010 definition of disability is: 

 



‘A person has a disability for the purposes of this Act if (s)he has a 

physical or mental impairment which has a substantial and long-term 

adverse effect on his ability to carry out normal day-to day activities.’ 
Section 1(1) Disability Discrimination Act 1995 

 

Young people with disabilities do not necessarily have SEND, but there is a 

significant overlap between disabled children and young people and those with 

SEND. Children and young people may therefore be covered by both SEND 

and disability legislation. 

 

What 

support is 

available for 

improving 

emotional 

and social 

development

? 

 

We provide support for students to improve their emotional and social 

development in the following ways: 

• Our Mental Health Champion oversees wellbeing needs within our 
Academy. Wellbeing concerns and support offered is recorded. 

• We have two trainee Mental Health Educational Practitioners as part of 
the 2020 pilot scheme 

• We offer support such as listening sessions, check-in sessions, social 
skills, quiet environments at lunchtime. 

• We have several staff members trained in Mental Health First Aid who 
can help students in the most appropriate manner at a point of crisis.  

• For some additional support is needed and the most appropriate 
referrals are made to external services. 

• Students with SEND are encouraged to be part of the school council 
and other key aspects of school including our prefect system 

• All students access PSHE sessions which aim to help and support 
students through their physical, emotional and moral development and 
support them in forming positive relationships. To help young people 
learn to respect themselves and others and move with confidence from 
childhood, through adolescence into adulthood. 

• Assemblies target key areas highlighted via the pastoral team 

• The School Nursing Service offers additional advice to students 

• We have a rigorous safeguarding policy and procedures in place.    

How does 

the school 

involve 

other 

organisation

s, in meeting 

pupils' 

SEND and 

supporting 

their 

families? 

 

 

We work closely with external organisations to support the needs of our pupils 

and their families: 

• Educational Psychology 

• Dyslexia Outreach Service 

• Family Support Service 

• Youth Offending Team 

• Prospects Team 

• Educational Mental Health Practitioners 

• School Nursing Service 

• Point One 



• School2School Support 

• Inclusion Team 

• Virtual School for Sensory Support 

• Benjamin Foundation 

• Children and Young People’s Mental Health Service (CAMHs) 

How are 

disabled 

pupils 

supported 

within 

school?  

 

Our building has been adapted wherever possible to widen accessibility for 

pupils with physical disabilities. This includes accessible toilets, additional 

handrails and clearly marked steps.  

Our Accessibility Plan can be found here: http://kesacademy.co.uk/wp-

content/uploads/2018/10/Accessibility-plan-June-2018.pdf  

We assess the needs of disabled students to ensure we meet them to the best 

of our ability. 

How can 

parents or 

carers of 

children with 

SEND make 

a complaint 

about the 

provision 

made at the 

school? 

We aim to ensure that any complaint is handled sympathetically, efficiently and 

at the right level so that it can be resolved as soon as possible. Complaints 

about SEND provision should be made to the SENCO in the first instance and 

will be dealt with in line with our Complaints Policy. 

Where can 

parents or 

carers get 

more 

support for 

children with 

SEND? 

Further advice and support is available from the Norfolk SEND 
Partnership and the DfE Parents and Carers Guide.   

Who should 

parents or 

carers or 

children/you

ng people 

contact if 

they have 

concerns? 

 

Parents/carers should contact their child’s form tutor in the first instance.  

The SENCO is Micarla Holmes (contact details at the top of the page). 

The SEND governor is Emma Culley 

If for any reason you feel an issue cannot be resolved any further complaints 

must be put in writing to our Academy or the Trust itself as appropriate.  

 

The parents of students with disabilities have the right to make disability 

discrimination claims to the first-tier SEND tribunal if they believe that our 

school has discriminated against their children. They can make a claim about 

alleged discrimination regarding: 

• Exclusions 

http://kesacademy.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/Accessibility-plan-June-2018.pdf
http://kesacademy.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/Accessibility-plan-June-2018.pdf
https://www.norfolksendpartnershipiass.org.uk/
https://www.norfolksendpartnershipiass.org.uk/
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/417435/Special_educational_needs_and_disabilites_guide_for_parents_and_carers.pdf


• Provision of education and associated services 

• Making reasonable adjustments, including the provision of auxiliary aids 
and services  

 

 

 
 


